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About FIG 

Background: 

• Founded on July 18,1878 in Paris by delegates from seven national associations Belgium, France, Germany, 
Great Britain, Italy, Spain and Switzerland.

• UN-recognized non-government organization (NGO).
• Premier international organization representing the interests of surveyors worldwide.
• It is a federation of the national member associations and covers the whole range of professional fields 

within the global surveying, geomatics, geodesy and geo-information community.
• Representing more than 120 countries throughout the world.
• The FIG’s aim is to ensure that the disciplines of surveying and all who practice them meet the needs of the 

markets and communities that they serve
• The FIG provides an international forum for discussion and development aiming to promote professional 

practice and standards



About FIG 

Vision 

Surveying is a modern profession acting worldwide for a better 
infrastructure for our society and planet earth. The International 

Federation of Surveyors (FIG) wants to keep, and even improve, its role 
as the premier non-governmental organization that represents the 

interests of surveyors worldwide.



About FIG

Definition of a Surveyor

A surveyor is a professional person with the academic qualifications and technical 
expertise to conduct one, or more, of the following activities; to determine, 

measure and represent land, three-dimensional objects, point-fields and 
trajectories; to assemble and interpret land and geographically related information, 
to use that information for the planning and efficient administration of the land, the 
sea and any structures thereon; and, to conduct research into the above practices 

and to develop them.



About FIG

Role of FIG:
• Supports the role of a prosperous and sustainable profession of surveyors 

• To provide solution functionality, reliably, affordably for a complex and rapidly changing world that cannot wait

• To translate a sustainable development agenda into action.

• Supports international collaboration among its members for the progress of surveying in all its fields and 
applications. 

• FIG has been globally recognized as the leading international non-governmental organization on geospatial 
information and the management of “land”, the “sea” and the “built” environment. 



About FIG

Members of FIG:
• Member associations: national associations representing one 

or more of the disciplines of surveying.

• Affiliates: groups of surveyors or surveying organizations 
undertaking professional activities but not fulfilling the 
criteria for member associations

• Corporate members: organizations, institutions or agencies 
which provide commercial services related to the profession 
of surveyor

• Academic members: 



About FIG
Partnerships Corporate Members



About FIG

FIG Activities
Governed by a work plan:

• Approved by the General Assembly and reviewed by Council as its tenure progresses. 

• The current work plan with the motto “Volunteering for the Future ” guides Council, Commissions, 
Networks and Task Force in their activities.



FIG Organisation 



FIG Commissions



FIG Task Forces



FIG Networks



FIG Foundation

The FIG Foundation raises funds to secure a sustainable future for surveyors. Donations finance 
educational and capacity building projects  and scholarships, especially in developing countries 
and countries in transition, and encourage research into all disciplines of surveying and help 
disseminate the results of that research.



FIG Africa Regional Network

The ARN aims are in line with the Capacity 
Development Network (CDN) aims in supporting 

regional association members and academic 
members using a networking approach based on 

enhancing communication in the region and 
promoting the ideals of the FIG.



About the FIG Young Surveyors Network
Who are we? 
• Chair: Ms. Shirley Chapunza (Zimbabwe)

• Who are we? A vibrant group of students and young professionals from 
around the world.

• Originally established in 2006, to encourage more young professionals to 
participate within FIG.

What do we do? 
• Ensure the future of the surveying profession

• Promote the work of FIG and the 10 FIG Commissions.

• Organize events around the world within our Regional Networks.

• Collaborate with other like-minded industries and professions.

✔ Focus on 
sustainability

✔ Eager
✔ Global
✔ Diverse
✔ Powerful



FIG YSN Vision

Inspire and support a collaborative platform for emerging members of all 
surveying disciplines

Nurture existing and grow new partnerships to contribute to global 
sustainability initiatives.

Strengthen the bond between Young Surveyors globally.

Promote the sharing of knowledge and creation of initiatives with like-minded 
industry professionals.

Innovate to ensure the sustainability and future of the profession.

Raise awareness of FIG and FIG YSN and work with FIG Commissions to 
achieve common goals

Empower and build a collaborative team.
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To INSPIRE the next generation of surveyors:



FIG YSN Community



FIG YSN Initiatives

• Five key initiatives to achieve the Vision for the FIG YSN

• Each have a purpose and an outcome, achieved through 
one or more projects.

• Existing Toolkits will be reviewed, developed and adapted 
regionally.

FIG YSN VOLUNTEER COMMUNITY SURVEY PROGRAM 
(VCSP)

• The VCSP is the signature outreach program of the FIG 
Young Surveyor Network (YSN), providing young 
surveyors the opportunity to  volunteer and grow by 
sharing their valued skills with communities globally.

Partnerships

Outreach

Development Events

Communication



FIG YSN AFRICA

FIG YSN AFRICA LEADS

(Chair: David Elegbede, Nigeria)

National Leads/ Reps

Strategic Committee

Research and Education

Publication and communication

Programs

Sponsorship and partnership



FIG Mentoring Programme for Africa

• First piloted in 2022
• FIG Young Surveyors Network (YSN) and the FIG 

African Regional Network(ARN) 
• Strategic and conceptual support and IP from the 

Surveying and Spatial Sciences Institute, Australia 
(SSSI) Mentoring Program.

• Aims to understand the elements required to make 
mentoring programs a success within this context.

• End goal is to be able to scale up the mentoring 
program for more participants within Africa and to 
provide a model of delivery which may be replicated in 
other regions of the world.



South African Young Surveyors Network 

• To bring together and support young surveyors in South Africa
• To foster and facilitate networking, professional development, 

& advocacy, and to participate, through volunteerism and 
collaboration, in FIG and other industry activities

• Current landscape of the surveying industry in South Africa
• Importance of fostering young talent and leadership
• Alignment with global trends in professional association



SAYSN History 

• The SAYSN was officially launched on the 24th of August, 
2012

• Many of the founding members are still actively involved in 
the surveying industry

• The network then aimed at having active involvement of 
young surveyors in the profession 

• The network was largely involved in various activities during 
industry conferences such as AfricaGeo and the Geomatics 
Indaba 

• Facebook group the main platform for engagement and 
communication



SAYSN History 

• Several attempts to relaunch the network between 2019 and 2020
• First relaunch events planned for Gauteng and Limpopo 
• SAYSN renamed SAYGN (South African Young Geomatics Network, and 

again renamed South African Young Geomaticians’ Network (inclusion))
• Challenge to attract coordinators from other provinces
• Communication limited to Facebook page



SAYSN 2024

• Renamed 

• Rebranded

• Relaunched

• Re... 



SAYSN Objectives



SAYSN Structures 

1. NEC
2. Provincial Coordinators 
3. Marketing and Communications Committee
4. Events Committee
5. Fundraising Committee



How to join SAYSN
Criteria 

• All students (Built environment professions that fall within the FIG definition of ‘Surveyor’)
• Young professionals (Built environment professions that fall within the FIG definition of ‘Surveyor’)
• Age: 35 years old or younger

Benefits of membership 
• Participate in local, regional, and global FIG events
• Access to exclusive YSN opportunities
• It’s up to you!!

Complete this form to join: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1vkmlWguOxK7-1-uX19EcFj_QMo79oQQ3
aBnYdKHFLtw/edit?pli=1  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1vkmlWguOxK7-1-uX19EcFj_QMo79oQQ3aBnYdKHFLtw/edit?pli=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1vkmlWguOxK7-1-uX19EcFj_QMo79oQQ3aBnYdKHFLtw/edit?pli=1


FIG Upcoming Events 



We look forward to 
hearing from you 

South African Young Geomatics Network

FIG Young Surveyors Network

SAYSN: saysn.fig@gmail.com 

https://chat.whatsapp.com/GxBpTxzcTeLAVSfzeXr

uzW 

https://chat.whatsapp.com/GxBpTxzcTeLAVSfzeXruzW
https://chat.whatsapp.com/GxBpTxzcTeLAVSfzeXruzW

